Friends of the Charlotte Harbor Aquatic Preserves

May 22, 2007, Board Meeting

Minutes

Meeting Commenced at 6:07 pm

Attendance: (Board members) Liz Donley, Chuck Gertner, Karen Bickford, Linda Sue Gertner, Nick Sterling, Jaime Boswell. (DEP Staff) Carla Kappmeyer, Carol Imbriani, John Aspiolea. 

(Film Attendance) Ernesto Lasso De La Vega, Ed Engle, Joe Mullen, Mel Newell, Adele Newell.

Approval of Meeting Minutes: Carole Imbriani needs us to send her copies of the minutes. Approval of meeting minutes tabled until next meeting. 

Treasurer’s Report: Linda Sue distributed hard copies of the financial report. Balance = $8390.99. May income = $248, expenses = $368. Motion to approve; Chuck Gertner moved, Jaime Boswell seconded. 

New Business: 
1) Boys & Girls Club Paddle; Charlotte Chapter - Sunday June 10, 9am launch at Grande Tours, rain date 6/24. Lee County Chapter – July 14 or 15th (TBA); rain date 7/21 or 22. 

In addition, Carla would like to coordinate similar trips for the Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts. All agreed that that is a good idea. 

2) Mango Mania: Carla is opting not to participate this year for FCHAP. The atmosphere is becoming too chaotic, too much work and untenable. 

3) Coastal Cleanup: Carla & John coordinating to take boats out for the cleanup. Carla indicated that they need 3 volunteers to man the boat. They need help hauling up the contractor’s bags, but there’s not enough room on the boat to have more than 3. Carla also encouraged board to recruit people with shallow draft boats to help in the effort. She would walk out with an Americorps volunteer to Gate 7 near mangrove creek to gather garbage up so that a volunteer in a flats boat could pick it up. Chuck volunteered to help in that capacity as his boat can run in 1.5’ of water by the east wall. John suggested launching near Alligator Creek depending on weather. Carla & John may tap the NW Cape Coral HOA for possible volunteer help. 

4) Sponsorship of upcoming events: FCHAP will be a CDOM conference sponsor. 

SEE SWFL membership is coming due. The Park has not yet received its accreditation letter due to issues with red-tape. The benefit to being a member is that they have an accreditation for providing eco-tours and the Park receives recognition. The Charlotte Harbor Aquatic Preserve State Park was one of the original members and the Friends have been paying the membership fee. Liz asked if Carla would like the Friends to continue their membership. Carla explained that this group originated from the Rookery Bay NERR staff having had bad eco-tourism experiences and their desire to improve that industry for better interaction with the resource. Others in the state have expressed interest in expanding the concept into other areas. SEESWFL is being approached as a model. Carla thinks it’s a good organization to support because it promotes ethical ecotourism practices and that it gives positive exposure to vendors who are certified. FLAUSA is also helping promote the program. John mentioned that he gets great information from the vendors that participate in SEESWFLA about resource issues and vendor practices. Per Carla SEESWFLA also hosts workshops on various workshops on various topics of interest. Chuck moved to have the Friends pay the dues, Jaime seconded. 

Charlotte Harbor Nature Festival – FCHAP participates every year. We have donated $100 each year. Chuck moved that we donate $125, Nick seconded. 

National Estuaries Days events – Sarasota begins their events in September until November. 

Treasury: We have $8K in the bank and we need to think about ways to spend the money to support the Park/Preserve. John mentioned that there are no immediate expenses and suggested putting the funds into a CD for 6 mo to a year to help grow the fund until we can identify projects. 

Shoreline Survey Update: Jaime has set up a meeting date for volunteers interested in surveying the Lee County shoreline. Jaime asked that we e-mail her our areas of interest. The meeting will be 7/17. Goal for completion is end of September. Carla mentioned that Gary Brooks is interested. 

Volunteer Appreciation Picnic: John camped overnight. He came back early in the morning due to a shoulder injury. Algae was bad, but the weather and off-shore paddling was great. There was a nice lunch and Kara Bridgeman-Sweeney gave a good tour of the Calusa Heritage Trail (12 people attended).

Secchi Disk Data Collection: Ernesto Lasso De La Vega requested that the Friends participate in collecting the data. He volunteered to make the disks (for the cost of materials) to get volunteers to help collect the data during the summer months. Carla recommended that he contact Mindy to coordinate. Liz asked for a written proposal. 


World Water Quality Monitoring Day: A Mindy project as well. 

Frog Watch: John listens for frogs at various sites to track the changes of amphibians over time. He asked if there are any interested volunteers.

Next meeting is 9/25/07 at 7pm.

Meeting adjourned; 6:50pm

