Friends of the Charlotte Harbor Aquatic Preserves

Board Meeting Minutes for October 24, 2006

Respectfully submitted by Karen Bickford

Attendees: Board Members Karen Bickford, Liz Donley, Barbara Fleshman, Susan Malvik, Treasurer, Wilma Katz, DEP staff Carla Kappmeyer and John Aspiolea and CHNEP staff Jaime Boswell.

Meeting Call to Order: 7:12 pm  

Approval of Minutes: Motion to approve minutes by Karen and seconded by Susan. 

Treasurer’s Report: Susan reported that the majority of FCHAP’s revenues for the last year have been from the sale of t-shirts and maps. The account balance to date is approximately $7800.

Historical Nautical Charts Update: Barbara gave Vernon Peoples a historic nautical map and he verified that the original print date is questionable because the railroad wasn’t built until 1885 and the map does show the rail line. There was ensuing discussion about that fact and that maybe the rail lines on the map were there in anticipation of building the structure because the date of print and the existence of the railway is still pretty close. Carla spoke to David Scott and Terry Tattar about formalizing the contract for the sale of historical charts. Susan Scott is looking over the contract prior to David returning his decision to the Friends. 

National Estuaries Days:  Ding Darling sent a thankyou letter for participation in Ding Darling Days. Nature Fest attracted a good mix of people. The morning shift was slow but it picked up in the afternoon. Volunteers/Carla sold 14 t-shirts. 

National Public Lands Day: Carla remarked that it went very well. The CHEC staff started the clean up one day early. They loaded a trailer with steel, recycled it and received money for the material. One load of wood debris was loaded into a dump truck within 45 minutes. The work crews filled 2 dump trucks total. Carla reports that the site is now ready for use. 

Lake Okeechobee Update: Liz sent letter to ACOE to explain consequences of discharges to the estuary and preserve. The letter also recommended dredging muck. The ACOE may waive the 17.2’ ceiling on the lake level and send more water to the east. ACOE will be meeting with the Lee BOCC in November. 

Sans Souci Development: Developer offered to rehabilitate Old Burnt Store Road and the fire trail to give people greater access to the coastline. The developer has asked the County for a variance to allow for a 4 tower, 756 unit condo complex. He is also asking for a variance for offsets and density because there is no other development nearby that would impact roadways or other infrastructure. The variances requested are as follows; increase the building height from 38’ to 274’, density variance from 1:5 to allow for 276 units, stormwater pond offset variance to eliminate the required offset from the edge of the development to the edge of the preserve lands. The consulting firm for the project is Paul Owen of Dexter Bender & Associates. Liz is refining comments and submitting to developer this month. In addition, the City of Cape Coral has moved to annex this property and Lee County BOCC will be filing suit to block the annexation. 

State CSO Meeting: Liz is attending on 11/17/06. Fundraising is on the meeting agenda. John will be attending as well. 

Upcoming Events:

TBA – Public meeting for Park Plan Review is coming up. Will be available on the Florida Administrative Weekly website soon. 

11/12/06 – National Estuaries Days Matlacha Pass Paddle; 9 paddlers signed up, 3 on the advanced, 4 intermediate and 2 beginners. John and Barbara have agreed to help. Carla will be finding an emergency boat with at staffer or volunteer. 

12/8-12/9/06 – Estero Bay Buddies Aquatic Buffer Preserve 40th Anniversary celebration; Dinner reception with poster and book signing featuring Clyde Butcher and a silent auction to raise funds will be held the evening of 12/8. Cost is $50 per person. Boat tours of the preserve will be held all day 12/9. FCHAP decided to give a $500 sponsorship donation; Barbara moved, Wilma seconded. Carla will solicit Doug McGregor to donate cartoon drawings for the silent auction. Karen and Carla will be working at the event. Need volunteers for the 12/9 boat tours.

12/2/06 – Pine Island volunteer water quality monitors 10th Anniversary Sunset Cruise. (FCHAP board may be invited to attend if the cruise does not fill up.) 

2/27/07 –  FCHAP Annual Meeting – 7pm at the Aquatic Preserve Office. Carla is going to ask John Worth at the Randell Research Institute to give a presentation on his research to the members. Carla will also coordinate with Randell Research Center staff to schedule a follow-up field trip in March or early April to complement the February Annual Meeting.

2/10/2007 - Florida State Parks 2007 Volunteer Appreciation Event; This year, an event will be held in each Park District to allow more people who reside within the area to attend.  Our District 4 event will be held at Alafia State Park.  It will be a daytime event with a picnic lunch, an awards ceremony, and activities including guided walks.

Charlotte Harbor Soundings: Will be published in early February 2007. Carla wants Wilma to write an article about sea turtles. Jaime is interested in writing an article as well. 

CHEVWQMN Seven Year Summary: Renee has completed the statistical analysis. This has been a one year undertaking. 

Docks in Pine Island:  Calusa Land Trust is not commenting for fear of reprisal from community. FCHAP could comment as it will impact the aquatic preserve. (FCHAP will have to coordinate comments with Heather Stafford.) FDEP’s Mark Miller has commented in the media. Lee County DNR has publicly stated opposition to the project. 

Aquatic Preserve Conference: FCHAP is helping sponsor the expenses to send Judy Ott and Renee to this conference in November 2006. CHNEP is giving $250 and FCHAP $200 to cover their travel expenses. 

CHNEP Mangrove Study: Jaime is soliciting volunteers for a mangrove and exotic species survey that will be used for future planning in the NEP study area. Training on plant ID & GPS’ing will be given. She wants representatives from each group to come to the organization meeting. Karen expressed interest in attending. 

Babcock Ranch Management: No updates at this time. 

The Annual Meeting will be at 7:00 pm on February 27, 2006 at the Charlotte Harbor Preserve office in Punta Gorda.  Meeting Adjourned: 8:45 pm.

