Friends of the Charlotte Harbor Aquatic Preserves

Board Meeting Minutes for September 26, 2006

Respectfully submitted by Karen Bickford

Attendees: Board Members Gary Brooks, Karen Bickford, Lyle Danielson, Liz Donley, and DEP staff Carla Kappmeyer. 

Meeting Call to Order: 7:15 pm  Prior to the meeting, Lyle Danielson distributed a Conservation 20/20 Acquired Properties Report.  

Approval of Minutes: Gary Brooks confirmed that he seconded decisions made during the August 22nd meeting.  Liz and Carla were able to finish the August meeting minutes. We did not have a quorum so the minutes were not passed. Tabled for next meeting.

Treasurer’s Report: Bank balance at the end of August was $7173.08 after receiving reimbursements from the Charlotte Harbor National Estuary Program (CHNEP) for the two Boys & Girls Club summer paddling events and the spring break Mucking About wading trip. FCHAP received a $50 supporting membership from Mango Mania.  FCHAP donated $100 to the CHNEP Nature Festival.  CHNEP funding that will be used to reimburse Grande Tours, the City of Cape Coral, Gulf Coast Kayak, and Island Kayak for the upcoming National Estuaries Days events has been requested.  Carla is hoping to increase revenue and build membership through the National Estuaries Days events. 

Historical Nautical Charts Update: Liz has not heard from David Scott and Terry Tattar about formalizing the contract for the sale of historical charts discussed at the Spring 2006 meetings. 

Coastal Cleanup: John Aspiolea, Susan Malvik, Glen Moss, and Carla Kappmeyer picked up 300 lbs. of trash at September’s Coastal Cleanup on Hog Island.  They continued their pickup efforts just off of Cattle Dock Point and found a turbidity screen, fish cleaning table, and a metal frame.  Gary asked Carla if there is a need for more volunteer help.   She said that there is room on the skiff for 6 to 7 people due to the space that the debris takes up.  Those who regularly volunteer at Coastal Cleanup, together with any Board members who would like to participate, should be sufficient.  FCHAP may participate in other cleanup events through coordination with SeaGrant and the counties in the future. All agreed that this is a good idea.  Carla will send “Call for Volunteer” e-mails to FCHAP Board members and volunteers and/or press releases as needed.  

Upcoming Events:

9/30/06 – CHEC National Public Lands Day Cleanup 9am-12pm. 

10/7/06 – CHNEP Nature Festival 9am -3pm;  Carla is recruiting volunteers.  She and Annette Nielsen will definitely be there. Wilma Katz may come as well. 

10/14/06 – Ding Darling Days – Harold and Debbie Bruner will be there either in the AM or PM. Carla will be there all day. 

10/15/06 –  Coral Creek- Cape Haze Paddle –  Jack Taylor, Rick Storsberg, Liz Donley, Karen Bickford, Bill Van Oyen, and Bill Dorr will be guiding and sweeping. Liz will contact Cindy Bear to see if she would be interested in sweeping. 

11/12/06 –  Matlacha Pass Paddle – Liz will scout the pass ahead of time to find good sheltered areas to paddle due to high wind conditions this time of year. 

Estero Bay Aquatic Preserve 40th Anniversary December 8 and 9, 2006 –  Heather Stafford is working with Nancy Kilmartin, President, Estero Bay Buddies and the other EBB Board members to organize a black-tie event at the Hyatt Regency Coconut Point Resort in Bonita Springs in celebration of the Preserve’s landmark 40th Anniversary.  Photographer Clyde Butcher created a new poster of Estero Bay to mark the occasion.  Signed prints will be given to those attending the dinner.  Jeb Bush and other dignitaries have been invited to attend.  EBB may need some volunteer assistance from the FCHAP Board.  Lyle suggested Bill Spikowski or Bill Hammond as possible guest speakers.  EBB is seeking sponsors and planning a silent auction to offset the costs of the dinner and facilities.  Liz and Carla suggested that FCHAP may want to contribute a donation in sponsorship.  Liz suggested a $500 sponsorship.  Karen will work with Nancy Kilmartin on providing a contacts database with groups such as the Florida Association of Environmental Professionals and the Southwest Florida Watershed Council to help them obtain sponsors through mailings.    

Annual State CSO Meeting November 17 and 18, 2006 – Liz is tentatively planning on attending. 

FCHAP Annual Meeting February 27, 2007 – Carla will be contacting John Worth or Michael Wild at the Randell Research Center to request one of them as the guest speaker for the evening program. 

Spring 2007 Volunteer Appreciation Event:  Carla will also coordinate with Randell Research Center staff to schedule a follow-up field trip in March or early April to complement the February Annual Meeting program that we are hoping to secure.  

Florida State Parks 2007 Volunteer Appreciation Event February 10, 2007 – This year, an event will be held in each Park District to allow more people who reside within the area to attend.  Our District 4 event will be held at Alafia State Park.  It will be a daytime event with a picnic lunch, an awards ceremony, and activities including guided walks. 

Lake Okeechobee Management: Liz is drafting general comments for approval by the Board. The comments are due 10/17/06 to the Army Corps of Engineers. CNNEP will also be commenting.

Babcock Ranch Management: No updates at this time. 

Sans Souci Bay: This is a new development that is to be built on the edge of the Charlotte Harbor Preserve State Park. The developer is seeking endorsement by the Friends. The developer has offered to clear canoe and nature trails that would be adjacent to Charlotte Harbor Aquatic Preserve.  The developer is trying to change the development density from a 1:5 ratio to a multi-family, high-rise capacity and to waive conservation easement setbacks. The development will definitely have deleterious impacts to the local gopher tortoise population as well as water quality impacts due to the placement of the buildings, the placement of the stormwater filtration ponds, and the sheer number of residents housed on site. Liz is drafting comments to submit to the Board for approval and then set up a conference with the developer to discuss comments. 

The next Board meeting will be at 7:00 pm on October 24, 2006 at the Charlotte Harbor Preserve office in Punta Gorda.   Meeting Adjourned: 9:00 pm.

