Friends of the Charlotte Harbor Aquatic Preserves

Board Meeting Minutes for February 27, 2007

Respectfully submitted by Karen Bickford

Attendees: Board Members Karen Bickford, Liz Donley, Barbara Fleshman, Nick Sterling, Gary Brooks, DEP staff Carla Kappmeyer, Heather Stafford and John Aspiolea.

Meeting Call to Order: 8:35 pm  

Approval of Minutes: Motion to approve minutes by Nick and seconded by Barbara. 

Treasurer’s Report: Carla reported recent revenues coming from t-shirt sales and new memberships obtained at events such as the Burrowing Owl Festival. The account balance to date is approximately $7000.

Election of Board Members:  The following board members were elected for 2007-2008; Liz Donley, President; Chuck Gertner, Vice President; Linda Sue Gertner, Treasurer; Barbara Fleishman, Registered Agent; Wilma Katz, Lemon Bay Representative; Nick Sterling, Pine Island Representative; Gary Brooks, Cape Coral Representative; Lyle Daniels, Chair Emeritus; Don McGahan, ?; Karen Bickford, Secretary. Jaime Boswell was nominated to the board; Nick motioned and Gary seconded. 

State Parks Endowment Meeting: State Parks CSO’s system is looking for million dollar donors, self-funded fundraisers, and funding requests for expenditures. John will be attending the meeting. 

Winter Coat Request: Park staff asked if the Friends could fund another winter coat for an OPS staff member who will most likely stay on for a long time. Carla noted that the weather has been very mild and the coldest days of winter are over. The board decided to table the request until September 2007. Chuck motioned and Barbara seconded. 

Historical Nautical Charts Update: Terry Tatter and David Scott want to donate all proceeds from the sale of the charts to FCHAP. Liz proposed reimbursing Terry for his costs. John said that this would still be too complicated because Terry and David’s motives are to simplify accounting for this project. Liz countered with giving them a receipt so that they can take a tax deduction for their donation. Terry will be selling more maps at the Nautical Show in Cape Coral in April 2007. Carla asked Gary if he could help out at that event. Gary agreed. Gary motioned to approve a receipt for Terry and David and Barbara seconded.  

CHNEP Mangrove Study: CHNEP has issued a request for proposal to hire a private contractor to ortho-rectify the GPS data that will be collected for the CHNEP Mangrove Study mapping. Chuck will be helping coordinate volunteers after Jaime gets a schedule organized for the local boating clubs. 

Volunteer Appreciation Event: Kayak trip in Pine Island Sound and a tour of the Randell Research Center by Kara Bridgman-Sweeney scheduled for March 25, 2007. The group decided to launch by 9am because the afternoon winds make paddling very difficult. Liz and Karen assured Carla that the kayak group would be back in time for lunch and the tour. Liz did ask for more safety volunteers. She and Karen can accommodate up to 17 people on kayaks, but will need additional support for sweeping. Carla will contact Bill Van Ooyen to help out. Schedule is as follows: Meet at launch: 8:30am, Launch kayaks: 9:00am, Lunch: 12:00pm, Tour: 1:00pm-2:30pm. Karen mentioned the parking donation at the Heritage Trail. Chuck motioned for Friends to issue a lump sum donation based on estimated attendees for the event to the Center for the day and Barbara seconded. 

State Volunteer Appreciation Day: Carla created a nice display of FCHAP volunteers for the Annual State Volunteer Appreciation Event. 

Little Pine Island Wetland Celebration Open House: Saturday March 24th from 10:00am to 4:00pm. FCHAP is the beneficiary of all funds raised for that event. Carla will be in attendance as well as Barbara. 

Newsletter: Carla will be posting volunteer events in the newsletter as well as the CHEC anniversary party (March 9, 2007). One volunteer event coming up will be a workday to pull Caesar Weed on the Old Datsun Trail with the Boy/Girl Scouts. 

Sans Souci Development: Liz has the final submittal from the developer. The board debated whether or not to say anything in support of any part of the development plan. Board opted to remain silent. Nick moved and Chuck seconded. 

Meeting Adjourned: 9:44 pm.

